An Introduction to Easter Experience

How to use this material :

1. If you want to use it daily choose a specific time when you will do it each
day either a mealtime or bedtime perhaps.

cvere in spite O
atters but the effect of pra
oose to use the book once a week - perhaps af

| have,in d a longer celghration for,thatpurpo
ectiorfé&h dpy is fH UMHCEH, (or if

e!), marked YC. The second section each day, marked Of

en and adults.
d choose to uset\ZbVok an] a vI:eekl perhaps at the

ncluded a longer celebration for that purpose.

ection each day‘s fOEI u oun’ger children - or |
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How to use the worship time

i) It helps if one person in the family looks ahead and decides which bits will
suit your family.

i) Don't be afraid of excluding parts or including new ideas. What I've written
is only a starting point.

day worship will help you focus on the pt
o look at this in advance.

e sorﬁ\ Tnday fre glw . M

y you could:

a suitable song fWa W‘—
t the song, | \
e or all of the song together.

d together the s ta t ith which will be fg
aster Experiencg'.
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Shrove Tuesday

This is a day for family fun and celebration - it's also a day for saying "Sorry".
('Shrove' comes from the word 'Shriven', which means to be forgiven the
things you've done wrong.)

Make and serve plenty of pancakes, sharing out the tossing of them if
possible.

oose bits of this prayer for younger child
hank you Lord God
the fun and laughter

AT HOM

We are sorry for the things we do

which spoil our family ljfg .
We want to say §orr 1 | | \

especially for

each person narCLhQ/ Wtho say sorry for
e know that yo I It

help us to be better people.
that over Lent
et your Holy Spirit work in us.
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Ash Wednesday

* Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent, which lasts for 40 days.

* Some Christians have a black cross marked on their foreheads in ashes -
to show they are sorry for things they've done wrong.

* You could make a traditional fish pie today, and then worship together:

YC Read: Matt 4 v1-11 - The story of Jesus in the desert.

In the desert

r Father better.
o learn more about you this Lent.
{men.

MatJéAv}.]_ _______ HM

s WITH
In our family this Lent,
we want to youfLst.
e ask that you@l 6 D
help us now
as we plan what to do in Lent.

A2 0N a journey,

teach us
and guide us.

Amen. %



Planning for Lent:

What are we going to do this Lent? As you talk bear in mind these thoughts::

1. Lent does not include Sunday - Sunday is the resurrection day and always
a day of celebration. You could make a Lent cross. Make a cross out of
brown dried flower oasis or a block of wood, and put seven candles in it.
Light another candle each Sunday. On Easter Saturday decorate your cross
Aneliehtalithescandies

3. D have a really frugal meal one week.

4. e up an outing and do something simple insteat

5. ld ma amlily collgctin o@ II'gutlinlmoney yo
bers 2, 3, and 4. Where will the money go and why?

y sisters made lend r. It paper pathway a

|, divided into 48 §faysYshd puf onffourjduplo figures one

the family and a candle! Each day they lit the candle and it
res on one more . lthe d orship required th
g down they W<<U|d ;un the ’Jathway too.

/. a wall chart to encourage yourselves. A traditiog
Cé like a Nun.

23z 05°

a) ause she's fasting. (She co

c) On her tummy write your plans for each week and how much money you
have collected.



Thursday 1

YC Read: Mark 1 v 9-13 - The baptism of Jesus.
N.B. Use either a bible or a bible story book.

Pray: Dear Lord Jesus,
Just as you said "Yes" to being baptised by John
in the River Jordan,

e thagk yoJthat cap b
our disemgles
Help ds to¥olfow yo

wherever you lead us.

Sometimes it's hg/d follo yol,

when we don't feel like it;

when peopl gh atus;
when we Have difs n ol life;
when we ake efhba °d;

and when we are tired.
Please forgive us.

even if we are afraid,
and even when life is difficult.

Voice 3:  Please help us to do this together. @}%

Amen. @ %
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Friday 1

YC Pray: Lord God,
Help us to know what you want to say to us today.
Amen.

Read: John 2v1-11 - The wedding in Cana.

' for all the good

________________ AT HOME W

Help us to know what you want to say

to us tommfnl T | \
k 2 v18-20
AS an we fast as a Famiy 7
ink about mona&y, Food! behaviour, bad

ts.)

at
Pray:
Voice 1:  Dear Lord,
you said that we should fast
when you the bridegroom
were taken away.
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Voice 2:  We don't find it very easy to fast,
or to change our comfortable

way of life.

Voice 3:  Please help us to fast

in the ways we discussed earlier.

Voice 4.  Help us to remember,

Y 3 v1-5 - Jesus and Nicodemus.

B AL L OM
ant to be bdrnlagain ihto yiou iy

hank you that you accept

anyone who weantg\to
follow you.

Amen.

I—I

V¢ 't respectable!
ated, despised,

Voice 2 Except Jesus.
He chose Levi to be one of
His best friends.
He called him Matthew.

Voice 3: Matthew invited all his friends
to meet Jesus.
To meet the man who wanted Him,
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who chose him,
who loved him.

All:  Lord God,
Help us to follow you like Matthew did,
to come when you call us,
to introduce our friends to you,
and to follow you all our life.

Y place into your hands” M.P. 133 (v.2)%
from end of Easter Experience at the back

4 v45A— JIsus heHe ||SPV/\

ar God,

k you for Sunday.
ove to go to you ,
with our Christiaf friénd

to worship you.

o turn up the firs; foot on your calendar.

" M.P. 590 or use no. 2 from g

Voice 1:  Lord Jesus,
In the desert,
you were tempted to use your power & Ao
for the wrong reasons,
and in the wrong way.




Voice 2:  Forgive us when we use our power wrongly.
Forgive us when we use anger
as a weapon against other people.

Voice 3:  Forgive us when we use silence
to manipulate or hurt others.

ve a comfortable life,
everything going our way.
elp us not to use our power
way that damages,

of Rurtsjothers
iIst mAKNg odr life egsier

Amen.

et to turn up thWol on yonIr.:alIandar.
atthew 4 v18—2; - Jesus calls ;5 disciples.

anted to follow you.

OC Pray:

Voice 1:  Thank you for God-given opportunities,
for opportunities to care for the poor.

Voice 2:  Those who are poor in terms of wealth,
or friends, or family, or happiness.

All:  Help us to serve the poor.



Voice 3:

Voice 4:

Thank you for God-given opportunities
to care for the hungry and thirsty.

Those who lack food to eat
and water to drink,

and those who don't know you,

- the Bread of Life,

AT OME
(Dont forgethto use b bible Ster?bdok¥f it's ier.)

ends were so imporfantfd thig sick mah,
Lord God.
~ase help us to be"good friend

to other people.

_______ e @IeIDy

hew 25 v41-46

remind us of this picture.
Help us to understand

that when we close our hearts
to other people,
we close our hearts to you.
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Voice 2: Jesus says :
"I tell you, whatever you did
for the least important of these
brothers of mine,
you did for me."
Amen.

eals a man on the

anyone who has been sick or unhapp

)yd to make them better.

the Lgrd! yer foge h M

The Lord's Prayer together.

atherinheaverWl | | \

ed be your name,

ingdom come,
) as itisin heavg:l O D

nday our daily bread.

Ask:  Which line is the most important for you today ?
Read: Matt 6 v/-15

(You will need pen and paper for tomorrow).
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Thursday 2

YC Read: Lk 6 v46-49 - the story of the 2 house builders.
(You could sing The wise man built his house upon the rock)

Think: of your favourite story in the bible, what do you like about

s'seeds for Sunday).

v33-36 (If possible make the room dark fo
33-35. Turn on the lights for verse 36.)

t do WAth t makds da kr, |M
do we do that increases the lig in us

a list of these.

one person to say so nyrt e 'darkngss' list.
=t another person to ask God to spread his light in us,

ough the 'light’ “?\ m .j

L

6-50 - The woman with the jar of p

You will need a candle and matches tomorrow.

OC Read: Psalm 139 v1-18 (you could divide this reading into 3 parts, and
if you are short of time read v1-10.)
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Say together: Lord God,
you are all around me on every side,
you protect me with your power,
your knowledge of me is too deep,
it is beyond my understanding.

V¢ |p us to be aware of you

“AEHOM

around us. Amen.

Y d a candle and meIrro}?.
Sa
Y Jesus said: ’ am theTight o; ;he world,

hoever follows me will have the light of life
d will never walk in darkness.”
(Jn8v12)
e as you read this verse).

Pray: Dear God,
Please light up our lives with your love,
so we can love others. Amen.

OC Voice 1:  Jesus said :
‘I am the light of the world,
whoever follows me will have the light of life
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and will never walk in darkness.”
(Jn8v12)
Read : Matthew 17 v1-9
(You could light a candle as you read this verse).

Voice 2:  Thisis my own dear Son
with whom | am pleased
- Listen to Him'!

V = feel angry with someone else,
Us to forgive them.

V en we see an opportunity to be kind,
elp us g4, putfourselMes olit f hefs.

V As we listen to your Son and obey His teaching,
Lord God,

help UW u 1av; H
“These are mWbelaVed childre

with whom | am well pleased.” Amen.
[ 7N\ TN\

5 D,

Y decided to follow Jesus” (v1-2) M.P. 27
us aster Experience.

Pray: Dear God,
We pray that your words will grow in our lives,
just like these seeds will grow in the soil.
Amen.

Do: If you have time (and energy) plant a few cress seeds on
some potting compost, or cotton wool. (Make sure you
remember to water them!)
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You could fold up the second foot of your calendar today.

OC Sing: “Majesty” M .P. 454 or use no. 4 from end of Easter Experience.

Read: Lk 4 v5-8

yortant thanyou,
/es we bow down
and worship them.

etimes we worship other people's opinions.

/e say ghi
and d inga H O M
whichf the nt us to d

not what you want us to do.

ather forgive us\/\/ | |_|

Sometimes we worship money and possessions.
tead of spending’time OU
e invest too mich «@
time and energy in our work,
on't make you a priority.

f giving generously to you,
oney only on ourselves.

Voice 4. Thank you that you died

so that our failures could be forgiven.
Please help us to be aware of temptation
when we meet it each day. )

Give us the strength to say "No"
and
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'to worship the Lord our God
and serve only Him.'

All:  As a family we WILL
worship the Lord our God

and serve only Him.
Amen.

3-21 - The parable of the rich fool.

et (O M
mone do sn't buy happines

and it doesn't buy life.

ustofmdourh\/\/l | |_|
s,

d our happines

A v36-50 (if you need a shorter reading, just

ilence, each persoam

Leader: We thank you Heavenly Father
for your gift of free forgiveness. .
Through the death of your Son
we can be made clean,
totally forgiven,

-as if we'd never sinned.
Help us to carry this joyful freedom
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in our hearts today.
Amen.

Tuesday 2

YC Read: Matt 8 v23-27

almed the stormy sea,
. (fill in your own ideas)

your help.

It's much easienNGd{,
hate those

who are horrible to us.

GOD

it back' at those
attack us,
difficult for those
our comfort.

who persecute us.

Read: Matt 5 v43-48.

-

Voice 4: O God,
Teach us to love others, ﬂ
including our enemies, '
in the same way that
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you love them
- and us.
Amen.

Wednesday 3

YC Read: Lk 9 v10-17 - the feeding of the 5000.

e could do for so

u for the boy

gave g\l ht d tgyou
elpu giv gladq—l O M -
to other paople.

Amen.

WITH

Lk 6 v36-38

re we doing wi@ u ing ?ent?
ching the goa hawe sét ¢ lves?

thing special we could do for someone today o

and selfish.

Voice 3: Instead of being inward looking,
we look at other's needs.

Voice 4: Instead of wanting more for
ourselves,
we learn to be content with less.
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Voice 5: Thank you Lord God,
for the opportunity,
the desire,
and the willingness
to give generously
to others,
and to you.

28-34 - the man with many demons
healed.

=>SUS,
dtir:AhelI;amarl—l O /\/\
o wadverwwild

d very unpopular.

Ip us
find a way

are for difficult
and unpopular p
Amen.

23 v1-11

is there some way you could
ich nobody else wi

or do a job, make a drink or special meal, sit and listen.

Pray: Dear Lord,

Help us to serve one another today. ¢
Give us creative ideas - b}
of things we can do,
and determination to carry out our ideas. —
We pray that those we serve w
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will feel valued
and loved.

In Jesus' name.
Amen.

(You may need pen and paper tomorrow).

at you cared for that little girl,
ook time to heal her.
that you always have time for us,

d thatayo fonus. m M

Lk 15v11-20

uss briefly whathjill s]y, tly to\be honest and

pple with the issues faced by both adults and children

2 Wwander away
from you.

Voice 2: By your Holy Spirit
bring us to our senses,

and draw us close '
to your side. :' -

Voice 3: Sometimes we fall into ba
Like ) |
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(fill in your own ideas.)

Voice 4. Give us the strength
and courage,
to turn away from
bad habits,
to hold firmly on to God
and the truth of His Word.

Y 15-52 - Jesus walks on the water.

P S

ou arepam :
S al\év%io trust yol:v-gclsarM
and/nevér to doubt youl

50 that you can do amazing things

in us and throygh Aus!
Amen.

O Col 3v18-21 a(d thfr@ v93, 20-24, 28.

T
H: lowns in your family relationships have yo
H , cross words, selfish acts or fights?

In sl yvou put yourself?

Pray:
Voice 1: Dear God,

It can be very hard to be a Christian,
and follow your teaching
at home.

Voice 2: Please forgive us,
for all that we've done and said today
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which we shouldn't have done.
Please help us to forgive each other.

Voice 3: Forgive us
for missed opportunities to be kind.

Voice 4. Make us
quick to apologise when we have done wrong.

ATHCD M

Lord Jesus,

believe you are\thefSornfo
please be the lightAnYojir lfves
d just as the light sur undedyod on the mountain,
us to share your li vvlth others. Amen.
e thanks to the (ord'l /lor u)e no. 5 from eng

e third foot on your calendar today.

where there is suffering and sorrow.

Voice 1:  In this country Lord God
we live such comfortable lives,
and we thank you for all the good gifts d:|
you give us each day.

Voice 2:  But perhaps being comfortable
Becky Widdows, 2016 ©



makes us too cosy,
too dependant on
medicine and material possessions
to cushion us from
illness, death and hardship.

Voice 3: Perhaps we believe that if we go to church,
read our bibles, pray

V we test you
y protection
il disaster and pain.
5 when we gquestion your power
and your love,

S Weﬁ s;‘fferinglin oglr AM

! !\erJselno. Hﬁ end of Easter
Y rn up the third ru'ron(ymngca'lem{ar today.
N/

Y 937 - The good Samaritan.

Please help me to
for someone else today.
Amen.

OC Read: Lk 16v19-26
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Pray:
Voice 1: Thank you Heavenly Father,

that we know for certain
that having followed you through our whole life
we will join you in Heaven.

Voice 2:  We pray that Heaven won't just be a shadowy place
in our minds -

V¢ ¢ that Jesus has gone ahead of us,
0 get it all ready for us. (John 14 v1-3)

/e know there won't be any more
death or mourning

A heange@/\/\

'the wedding feast of the Lamb (Rev 19 v9)

e ask you Lord
O give us a grea des e‘w ' heaven.

We are very sorry when
we argue
and fight with our brothers/sisters/friends.
Please forgive us
and help us to care for each other.
Amen.
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OC Read: Lk 16v27-31

Pray:
Voice 1: Heavenly Father

you give us different pictures of Hell in the bible.
A place of punishment,
of torment,
of fire,

Know for sure
e like,
at it will be a place without you,
and therefore
ace without your goodness,

ur fergivene
ALzt OM
nd your healing.

Lord God,
D US to take serios J I I—l
esponsibility to shére Yourtruth with others,

d walking with them,
ay we follow th€ path
that leads to\ou, O D
and to Heaven,

for ever.
Amen.

Pray: Thank you Lord Jesus,
that you love us enough
to search for us.
Thank you that we are
safe with you now.
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OC Read: Lk 11v14-23

Ask: Jesus had great power to heal and to cast out evil spirits.
How can you see this power in your family and church
today? (Think about answered prayer, changed lives, the

fruit of the Spirit.)

e power of you
allable today.

5 to see your power
our family and our Church.

AT OM
Il be afoowerflil tool ih yolir /

ead v23 again

-16 - Jesus' friend Lazarus dies.

0 has died?

who is sad because of death.
Help us\them to feel comforted by you.
Amen.

OC Pray:
Voice 1: Dear God,
We thank you that you have made us as we are,
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we may not be perfect,
but we are wonderfully made.
We thank you for the talents you have given us,
and the gifts you have poured into us.
Thank you for giving us New Life
and calling us your sons and daughters.
Amen.

t and balanced opinion of ourselves.
opinion which puffs us up

akes us compare ourselves with others,
pulli thef dowr] -

T odrselvesiup.

or do we want oo low inion of Qurselves
Or we are your spe edtion !

epeat first prayer.
[~ 7N\ TN

D,

38-44 - Jesus raises Lazarus.

OC Read: Matt 7 v24-29

Pray:
Voice 1: We want to read and obey

the words you spoke Jesus,
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but it's not always easy.

Voice 2: Sometimes life is so busy
-too busy to stop and listen to you.

Voice 3: Sometimes the Bible seems
dry and uninteresting.

orgive us.
elp us to remember that

our wgrds giye us eterndl |if
0 flemembBer that

your words revive us when we're tired.

To remember that
your words bring: joy, | |_|
truvn,
creativity,
Dﬂ.

en lepers and only one said ank you":
What could you thank God for now?

Pray: Dear God,
Thank you for

Amen.

Try to remember to thank people in the family today.
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OC Read: John5v1-9a

Pray:
Voice 1. Dear God,
You want all of us to be whole people,
physically, mentally and spiritually.
We know that you do heal people,

people's minds.

dw that as we get to know you better
e making us whole spiritually.

e offaéj\sel[es to I:ou,\ O M

sk you to continue to make us whole people,
d please would e u
to bring WhOIW her peolw'e-l

is the day” (v1) M.P. 691 or say no. 7 from €

Pray: Thank you for Sunday, Lord God,
for fun and worship and friendship.
Help us to make Sunday special.
Amen.

Don't forget to turn up the fourth foot.
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OC Sing: “This is the day” M.P. 691 or say no. 7 from end of Easter
Experience.

Read: Jn 5v%b-15

Pray:
Voice 1: Lord Jesus,
you rose again on a Sunday and because of that

k you for giving us Sunday,
help us to use it wisely :

- ip you with the<family of Goghk—
Aes and bqjaae}e
to Ruild our familyllife

Amen.

WITH

e make Sunday a special day?

different from th‘( rest w@
rsiip?

hat about wo
at about rest?
at about building family life?
bout compassion?
un and enjoyment?

Don't forget to turn up the fourth foot.

Monday 4

YC Read: Lk 18 v15-17 - Little children and Jesus.
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Pray: You love us so much, Lord Jesus,
we know we can always come to you
and you will welcome us,
with arms open wide,
and a smile just for us. Amen.

n the temple courts that mor
obably have stood with the crowd.
ess to you that
Ich easier to look at the wrong in others

han tod n the sinjn IVM
drawing attehtion tI oter e's ctic IEtudes,

unkindness,

shness,
ahgen
r pitterness;

we think we can hide our identical attitudes.

 feel better abc@r )
e highlight someone else’s failings.

Voice 5: Read again Jesus' words in v/ & 11.

Tuesday 4
410”7
YC Read: Lk 19 v 1-10 - Zacchaeus the tax collector.




(You could sing “Zacchaeus was a very little man”)

Pray: Today pray for someone who doesn't know Jesus as their
friend, like Zacchaeus didn't. Ask the Holy Spirit to help
them get to know Jesus.

>"Nicodemus.

e to you to ask about being born again,
d to know you,

AT HOM

he Chief priests and Pharisees

very angry witi\Jes\ss,
they hated Him,
hey longed to kill Him}

they sent the soldiers to arrest Him.

en the soldierscam:j itHout Jesus,
ef priests and Pharisees

hem and mocked them.

edemus stood up for Jesus
ic anger and scorn.

O TOllOW Yyou
and stand up for you,
whatever the cost.
Amen.
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Wednesday 5

YC Use Psalm 23 as your reading and prayer. Get the rest of the family to
shut their eyes or put their heads on their arms. As you read help them to
imagine themselves on a journey with Jesus. Get them to begin by imagining
themselves in a green field with Jesus.

At the end say: Thank you Lord that you walk with us

I Jesus,
t well have been just as cross as the disciples

at/sgeing tHis wést
elp us Ao lave youfso mu u
that we a illing t& waste :

our time,

our egergy,
our mepne
our posessions

GOD

how could we "waste" something on Jesus

im, that costs us something, b

Thursday 5

YC Read: Lk 16 v19-31 - The Rich Man and Lazarus.

Think: Do you know anyone who is poor or has less than you do?
Or do you support a missionary society or charity?
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Can you think of any way to help them?
Decide to do something today.

Pray: Lord God,
We thank you for all the good gifts you give us,
help us to share what we have with today.
Amen.

e try to get out of serving others.
want to use our time

do dirtyy o leasant jqbs,
sk, " holjldlhaHd /\/\
ait,

nd hope that others will do the job instead of us.

lease forgive usWd | |_|

Friday 5
YC Read: Matt 21 v28-32 - The parable of two sons.

Do: As you go outside today and over the weekend
Becky Widdows, 2016 ©



look carefully at God's creation. Find something which
teaches you more about God, or is a parable about God.
When you meet together for a family meal - each of you
can show or describe what you have seen and how this
draws you closer to Jesus - the Son of God. You could
read Psalm 8 v1, 3-5 too.

Pray: Dear God,

P
V¢ dJeSJA&Dri[t, H O M
amily we adknewledg

that you are the Son of God.

\We n these verses wWRaImalg Célﬁm’lon,
| into realising this'tru

en he saw what accompanied your death.

V¢ e temple curtair(tearin tdp to)bottom,

d shaking,
ocks splitting,
nd darkness falling,
e itself were in agony.

Do: As you go outside today and over the weekend look carefully
at God's creation. Find something which teaches you more
about God or is a parable about God. When you meet together
for a family meal - each of you can show or describe what
you have seen and how this draws you closer to Jesus - the
Son of God. You could read Psalm 8 v1, 3-5 too.
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Saturday 5

YC Think: What are you good at doing ?

Pray: Dear Lord Jesus,
We thank you that we are
good at :
(fill in one idea for each person)

parable of the talent

27 v11-26 - you could have one person as
Pilate, one as Jesus, one as Pilate

wifle, a haryatonanfl evdrydne as the
) \T crqwd. ofirself
what Pilate’wds glilty of, t make
a list together to help you pray.

your own prayeff ajing Gol tojhelpfyou all to avoid
ing the same mistakes that Pilate made.

e B . G s

LOD

Y ay” (v1) M.P. 457 or say no. 8 from end

H [ =
RelNTed a e

when other people do good things AN
and are praised. pL\
Please forgive us,
and help us to be glad when others E
are made to feel special.
Amen.

J
|~
m
2>

X

S
Al
woD

NI/
o}
/Z 1\

Turn up the fifth foot on your calendar.
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OC Read: Mk 14 v66-72

Sing:  “Do not be afraid” (you could choose 3 verses.) M.P. 115
or use no.9 from end of Easter Experience.

Think: What are you most afraid of? (You'll need to use your
ideas in the prayer time.)

on.
stopped Peter saying he knew
de him lie,
ade him angry,
made him curse and swear.

en he yve t anq wept bjtkerly
knovﬁ\he ad def o@ M

e are afraid of

person says what tRey ar d [of.)
e don't want to ol[ed % Hrs,
e ask that you wil¥ eitMer fakelaway thése fears,

or give us the courage to live with them,

help us find creagfve wa dnagyg them.
AmeR.

1 foot on your calendar.

Think: Can you think of something really special you could do for
each other today?

&
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Pray: Dear Jesus,
You knelt down
and washed your disciples' feet.
Help us to serve each other today.
Amen.

510 you,
a bag of money.
* the money.
lays afterwards he tried to choose differently,

heaga ck the mene
but itoo‘late, H @ M
his distress Judaslkil meel¥

e all have life-&hanging ¢ tb make too,
ften choices involy, oney.
us to have a right*attitude' to fmonky,

enjoying what we have,
but not bejfig gre or

us to get our priorities in order,
putting money above
ime with You,

(For tomorrow you will need a picture of Gethsamane or a Mediterranean olive
grove.)
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Tuesday 5

YC Read: Matt 21 v1-11 - Jesus enters Jerusalem.

If you have time choose a song to sing - something joyful. If you have
instruments use those too.

Pray: Dear Jesus,

, find a picture of the garden of Gethsamane to

AT T OME

ber a time when you felt far avvay from God cu
ou didn't feel like reading your bible, or pra

We don't watch with you when you need us to.

Voice 2: In the garden of Gethsamane
you needed the support of your friends,
but they were sleeping.
You need us today, our friendship and support,
please forgive us when we too fall asleep.
When we can't be bothered to read our bibles and pray,
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when going to Church seems dull,
when our ears don't hear the things you ask us to do.

Voice 3: Paul wrote to the Ephesians
'Wake up, O sleeper,
rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.'

Luke All; —PreJarini f(QPM/

Supper.

disciples spenthLrin! fol the\last supper.

case help us to prepare carefully for Easter,
selves, our famify and @Ur hmes. Amen.

e a good time to look ot the 'PTe,paration for Eas
ill do.

If we had been one of the soldiers
what would we have done?

(Pause)

Voice 2: Lord God forgive us.
When we are in a crowd
it's very difficult not to be drawn along by the crowd,
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it's hard to be different.

Voice 3: When a crowd of our friends
are laughing at someone,
or criticising others behind their backs,
or teasing a person nastily,
it's much easier to join in
or to stand with the crowd.

Who moc

and jeered,

and laughed,

and hurt You.

Is the courage to walk away,
to stand_up for the victim.

AT HOM

d be a'gooél time to look at the 'Preparatior'w for Easter'

you will do. \ A [/
\/\/
vV V

Easter

plate and some wine, or ribena, in the cup.
2) You could share this bread and wine with your evening meal.

3) Make an Easter Garden. Take the largest seed tray or water tight
container you have and fill it with sand and soil. Make a hill in one corner,
with three crosses made out of twigs on it, and a tomb built out of stones in
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another. Make a stone path and have some moss on the soil as grass. Make a
figure for Jesus (pipe cleaners are useful), and two thieves, use scraps of
material for clothes. On Maundy Thursday evening put Jesus praying in the
garden. On Good Friday put Him and the thieves on the cross. On Easter
Saturday put Him in the tomb - for Good Friday and Easter Saturday plant
bare twigs in the garden. On Easter Sunday replace these with flowers. (Egg
cups buried and filled with water keep them alive longer.) Stand Jesus in the
garden with the stone rolled away.

G

1)

2) ammer, some nails and some thorns on a table today w
e ill see it. If you ha W C use that too.

3) is traditionall@st@ozld have a very

- flowers and branches.
4) You could decorate eggs and have them for breakfast.
5) Put a smile on your Lent Calendar.
6) Plan an Easter egg hunt round the house or garden.
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7) Make, decorate and eat an Easter cake. Write on 'Jesus is alive' or "He is
risen.’

8) You might like to get some floating candles to use in the Easter
Saturday liturgy.

Thursday 6

your death on the cross for us.

n livg fo
LA HOM
you died Willihgly fof us

se you love us so much.
Amen.

the weight of your cross,
front of the crowd,

It certainly wasn't comfortable,
nor do we hear he was rewarded.

i ‘ll
Voice 3: Read Gal 6 v2. -ﬁf\’(é

Voice 4. Dear Lord,
Help us to be willing to carry each other's burdens,
for those in our family,
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for people in our church family
and for others we might meet.
Amen.

Ask: Is there a way you could be like Simon today - either
individually or as a family?

at the disciples went to sleep
[l on your own to pray.
o spend time with you each day

Luke 23 v48-49, 55-56.

ark 15 v40-41. G O

women must have loved you very much,
Lord Jesus.
ollowed you and helped you
led the country.

silently acknowledging their love for you.

Voice 3: When you had died,
they watched where you were laid,
and they went to prepare carefully
for your burial.

Voice 4: Mark 12 v28b-30.
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Voice 5: Lord our God,

we want to love you with all our heart,

our soul,

our mind
and our strength.

We ask that our love for you will grow so much,
that all we do, and say,
all that we think and are,

e 22 v47-53 - Jesus is arrested.

-AT-HOM

are very sorry Lord Jesus,

=n we betray yoly likd Jufia
se help us not to
(fill in your dwn' ideas.)

Amen.

e 23 v32-43 - The thief on the cross.

it take for the thief to be forgiven?

if we are sorry for what we've done.

Voice 2: We thank you that your forgiveness
is available to everyone,
however bad they have been.
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Voice 3: Thank you that your forgiveness
is there at any time,
and in any place,
and at any stage of our life.

Voice 4: Ps 103v11-14

Voice 5: Help us to come to you each day

d down for us.

t today everytime you say or do something w
at for a moment you have turned your back on
aginption tdrn back Qo ip_to

edr Him day (WitR a sphilg) Yol af

J
nday tomorrowW |A get
0 decorate your h@us

0sses in church today put them on the table as you p

66-72 - Peter denies Jesus
emind your children of the

Pray: Dear Lord God,
Peter was frightened of getting into trouble.
Sometimes we are frightened
especially of
Help us to know you are always W|th us

so we won't be frightened anymore. Amen.
Choose a joyful song to sing, or say no. 8 again from end of Easter
Experience. You could wave your palm crosses as you sing or read.
Becky Widdows, 2016 ©




Turn up the sixth foot on your lent Calendar.

If you get palm crosses in church today put them on the table as you pray together.

OC Read: Luke 19 v28-38

Choose a joyful song to sing, or say no. 5 from end of Easter Experience. You

en, Lord Jesus!

V¢ ch excitement,

laughjng laying,
chattA:d milingH O /\/\
loud Voices calling "Hosanna

o welcome the King.

\V olourful cloaks erth%grolﬂ?ml
ing and cheering,

branches pulled down from trees

and waved high(n the Q )
V¢ ard to imagine that five days later

| crowd had become an angry crowd.
and the smiles
e scowls and frowns.

ney now waved Tists,
furiously punching the air.

Voice 6: Lord Jesus,
Through the excitement
and the anger
you passed calmly and gently
loving and serving those around you.
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Help us to follow you, 1L
not being over affected by life's changes,
enjoying our blessings
and accepting our hardships.
Amen.

Turn up the sixth foot on your lent Calendar.

Y ESUS is questio

re so unkind to Jesus,
anaged not to be unkind back.

Imes Qth e unkind to u
~ase h us o be i u
ot to unking back to thém

M. CO

eople cheered and praised God,
arisees were annoyed.
s to silence his followers.

the city would be destroyed.

Voice 3: We pray for our family,
we dedicate ourselves to serving you for our whole lives,
help us to follow and obey you,
wherever you lead us.

Voice 4: We pray for our church,
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that our commitment to loving You
and serving others
will never grow weak.

Voice 5: We pray for . (Name the place where you live.)
as a church help us to work hard
at helping others to know you.
That increasingly our community

Y t27 >§ 1T PilaE anr J@
LE Pilatefgiving im and agreeihg M E«Nd told

him, even though he knew it was wrong.

P r Lord Jesus, Wl | l |
are sorry when do'wrong things,

Ame

s to do the things you want us to do.
~~
(C=
St

which damage or destroy our bodies,
or things which sadden the Holy Spirit
who lives in this temple, our body.

Ask: What things could we do which damage our bodies and
sadden the Holy Spirit?

All:  Father forgive us
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and help us to say "No" to temptation.

Voice 3: See how valuable we are to God:
Read: 1 Cor 3v17/
(Everyone could join hands.)

Voice 4: Let us all agree together as a family
not to use our bodies wrongly,

Y ou remember a time when someone laughed at
ou? Onawa ind lo yq:?@dMeE
Reé 27 v27-3\ - the soldiersimo suls.
P r God,
2sus must have felt unhapgpy
*

when the soldiers laughed at'him®.

Sometimes people laugh at us

and make us feel sag
D us never to b& unking » ldughjat others,
D us instead to say nice things to each other. Amg

(Y or each person tomorrow.)

Help us together
to prepare our homes,
and our hearts,
to welcome again the Risen Christ.

Read: Luke 22 v/-13
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Pray together: about your Easter Celebration, each person could
pray about a different aspect.

« Good Friday - understanding what Jesus has done for us.
- Easter Saturday - preparing our home to celebrate.
. Easter Sunday - worshipping at church.
« Fun and enjoyment on the most important day of the year.
« Welcoming the Risen Lord into our hearts.

att 27 v32-44 - Jesus dies on the cro

ach CAJH}” to th.MpEyour
prayef about Jesus dying ér :

Dear Lord Jesu
en we feel how ra thelnails aré,

we feel unhappy that you died.
t we know you died_nstead of u
hank you that ygu love mpch.
Ame

2r and pens tomorrow.)

and bread on thedt

Shema
The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your strength. These commandments that I give you today are to be upon
your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when
you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on
your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your houses
and on your gates. (Deut 6 v4-9)
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Read: Lk 22 v14-23

Pray: Take the roll and break it into enough pieces for your
family - give each person a piece to hold.

Voice 1: Lord Jesus,
As we hold this bread in our hands,

ALE Naemnne O\ Q) akig=aYa

0 use the bread
selves of your death.
the cross,
them

e too ou dISCIpleS \ O M
er

ou want us to remem
at you died in our place

henever we see
or handle

or eat bread
he next few da S, C
ind us, Lord Je

died
e can have eternal life.

Good Friday

Have either a wooden cross or cut out a paper cross. Either draw Jesus on
the cross, or cut out a paper figure and put it on the wooden cross. Have
available paper, pens, pins or blutak.

YC Read: Matt 27 v45-54 - Jesus dies.
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Do: Each person could write or draw on a piece of paper a sin
which they have committed. This can then be pinned on
Jesus on the cross. As you do this either explain that Jesus
carried all the wrong things we have done on the cross, or
read Is 53 v3-9 as each person pins their sins to the cross.

Pray: Lord God,
Thank you that when we are sorry

cross or cut out a paper cross. Eitr
t a paper figure and put it on the woode
pens, pins or blutak.

“AT HOME

person could write or draw on a piece of paper a sin

they have comnittgd. fHis then He pinned on
> on the cross, as ygu dg this ejthe ain that Jesus
d all the wrong things*we haveé done oh the cross, or

s 53 v3-9 as each person pins their sins to the cross.

ar Jesus, < | O )
orry that you had to die

place.

for the things we do wrong,
and others.

Voice 4: We thank you that we can enjoy
the freedom of total forgiveness.

Voice 5: Help us never to forget
the sacrifice you made for us,
your life given for our life.
Amen.
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Easter Saturday

If you have made an Easter Garden you could meet round that today. Place
an unlit - but partly burned candle beside the tomb. You could also use

floating candles - you need one each.

YC Read: Luke 23 v50-56 - Jesus is buried.

=el upset

ember you are alive
and close beside us.

Amen.
(Y aﬁg m|m‘le at ghis ppi ater.
If made an Easter Garden you could meet round that toda
a ut partly burned\canfdle idd thd tomb. You could also
flc dles - you need qgle &gdch
O Lk 23 v50-56 CI O D
P
V¢ d

ful day that must have been.
in the whole of history
of the World

And today your enemies
still rejoice when the light in us is faint or hidden.

All:  Help our light to shine brightly in the world.
(Light your floating candles)

Voice 3: We can imagine the sorrow
and grief
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of these who loved you.

And today as we meet those who sorrow and grieve,
help us to be your light

to cheer and warm their hearts.

(Float your candles on some water as you say this prayer.)

All:  As a family

\ /1
ses the same WWdIay, l ould leave out the
younger childrent

le beside the emp( tombO

er: The Lord is Risen!

en indeed! Alleluia!

te” M.P. 99 or say no

Praise: What has been the most important part of Easter for you
this year?

Each person could thank God for that aspect of Easter,
using short one sentence pravyers.
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Pray:
Voice 1: Today is the Day of Resurrection,

the day forgiveness is complete, Oss
the day of hope re-born, M
the day when God's free gift of eternal life o )
became available to all. v (}

Voice 2: We ask, Father God,

us by your death.

within us at all times,
e light of the Risen Christ.

ARt OM

Amen.

as died. (hold boWra ght [u JtsTde[ forming a

CI’OSS

1as risen. (hold arm in u dRlms facmg up.)
ill come again. (dut bogh

the last foot of your calander and put a smile
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Words to use instead of Songs

These can be read aloud:
- by the whole family

- by one person
- an adult could read a line for a younger child to repeat.

he word of God,

AT HOME

to my
today.

and stay
sus.

hip you,
ord of Lords,

Dance with happiness,
For His love and goodness to me.

6) Sometimes sorrow fills our hearts,
Sometimes life seems dull and dark.
Turn your heart to Jesus' love,
Turn your eyes to Jesus' light.
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7) Today is a new day,
God's day.
Our day
To use for God.
To worship and praise,
To do good,
To rest.
Today is a new day,

the Lord of lords,
or the King of Kings.

AT HOM

and watch.

rm and fight.
d is our strengt Wi | |_|
and watching in tiyles @f trpuble.
G OD
s for the sinne
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